
ENGLISH
Freshman Level
Freshman Literature and Composition A

10 credits


Year

This course is structured around a literature-based writing curriculum.  The emphasis is developing higher level reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.  Literature studied include both traditional and contemporary selections designed to present the literature of the world in a historical context.  This course is taught in collaboration with Accelerated World History and Geography I  curriculum.  Students will analyze classical and modern "heroes" as reflected in the literature and society.  Other areas to be covered include epic and lyric poetry, Elizabethan theater, art and music, fiction and expository prose.   Fulfills U.C. "b" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Freshman Literature and Composition B

10 credits


Year

The main purposes of this course are to build the student's writing and language skills, to develop reading comprehension and enjoyment of literature, and to improve study habits.  Literature study focuses on short works of varied genres-novella, short story, drama (including Shakespeare), non-fiction and poetry.  The course reading list emphasizes works of action, adventure and mystery.  Major emphasis in written work is on becoming familiar with the three-stage process of writing-pre-writing, writing and revising (especially pre-writing)-on developing unified and coherent paragraphs and essays, and on improving sentence structure and clarity.   Specifics of grammar including parts of speech, parts of sentence, and mechanics are additionally emphasized within the course and are further supplemented by programs in vocabulary and spelling.  This course is taught in collaboration with the instructors of World History and Geography I.  Fulfills U.C. "b" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Freshman Literature and Composition C

10 credits


Year

The main goals of this course include the continuing development of writing and language skills, the enhancement of reading comprehension and the improvement of study habits.  Literature study focuses on the short story, novel, drama, non-fiction and poetry.  The three-stage process of writing-pre-writing, writing and revising--is the major emphasis for composition.  Grammar and mechanics, vocabulary and spelling are taught in context with all reading and writing.  Study skills units include the use of reference books, outlining and note-taking.  Collaboration with the World History and Geography I C course periodically occurs.   This is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course.


ENGLISH

Sophomore Level

Sophomore Literature and Composition A

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Freshman Literature and Composition A with a "B" grade or permission of the instructor.

This course is structured around a literature-based writing curriculum.  The emphasis is developing higher level reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.   Literature studied includes both traditional and contemporary selections designed to present the literatures of the world in a historical context.  This course is taught in collaboration with the Accelerated World History and Geography II curriculum.  The literature corresponds with a historical period in order to expand and enrich the student's knowledge and appreciation of the era.  The sequence begins during "The Age of Discovery" and ends in post-World War II.  Fulfills the U.C. "b" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Sophomore Literature and Composition 

10 credits


Year

Required course for all Sophomores 
This course is intended to expand writing and reading skills addressed in the freshman year.  The literature program involves continued work on reading comprehension, and introduction to literary analysis and comparison, development of the student's appreciation of literature, both as a means of entertainment and a source of questioning and insight.  Literary selections emphasize human relationships and personal growth, and discussion of these works is strongly encouraged.  Forms studied are the novel, short story, poetry, the essay, and drama (stage, including Shakespeare). The phases of the writing process are reviewed, along with strategies for developing unified, coherent essays.  Beyond this review, major attention is given to various types of writing and to creative writing techniques.  Efforts in composition are supported by units in grammar, including specified areas, usage and mechanics. This course is taught in collaboration with the instructors of World History and Geography II.  Fulfills the U. C. "b" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Sophomore Literature and Composition C

10 credits


Year

This course is intended to expand upon those skills addressed in Freshman Literature and Composition C.  These skills include the development of writing and language, the enhancement of reading comprehension and the improvement of study habits.  Literature selections include short stories, novels, drama, non-fiction and poetry.  The stages of the writing process are reviewed and particular attention is focused on the individual as a writer.  Periodic collaboration with the World History and Geography II C instructor occurs within this course.  This is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course.

ENGLISH

Junior Level

Honors American Literature

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Permission of Department Chair

The Honors American Literature course provides those students selected with an opportunity to critically analyze the various genres of American Literature.  Writers include Nathaniel Hawthorne, John Steinbeck,  F. Scott Fitzgerald, Rudolfo Anaya, Toni Morrison and the Transcendentalists.  Students will study both the thought and expression of these writers, with a particular focus on historical perspective.  Students are expected to read a minimum of forty pages per night, and major emphasis will be placed on student participation in both formal and informal class discussions.  The study of the various genres is supported by written analysis.  Students are expected to have a sound grasp of the writing process, and will focus on the development of thesis statements.  Attention will also be placed on syntax and  vocabulary, studied throughout the year.  This is an interesting and challenging course which will prepare select students for the Advanced Placement English course.  Fulfills U.C. "b" and C.S.U.  subject requirement.

American Literature

10 credits


Year

Required course for all Juniors
The focus of this course is an in-depth exploration of American literature.  Through extensive reading, discussion, and writing, the student explores both the thought and the expression of American writers.  Various facets of the American "consciousness" are examined as they have been treated in novels, short stories, drama, non-fiction, and poetry.  Major themes include the pioneer spirit, nature, God and religion, native humor, love and romance, death , alienation and social justice.  Attention is also given to the evolution of American literature -- to major literary figures and to the schools of writing and thinking they embody--as well as to the style and artistic merit of works.  The emphasis is on learning to read diverse literary styles and on in-depth analysis and interpretation.  Within the framework of the literature program, this course also addresses various writing, speaking, and language arts skills, chief among these being essay, creative writing, group discussion, and vocabulary development.  Fulfills U.C. "b" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

American Literature C

10 credits


Year

This course is intended to expand on the writing and reading skills addressed in Sophomore Literature and Composition C.  The main purposes of this course are to build the student's writing and language skills and to further develop their reading comprehension and enjoyment of American literature.  Through reading, discussion, and writing, the students explore the thought and expression of American writers within their historical context.  Literature studied includes the classics and noteworthy contemporary works that are unique to the American experience.  The emphasis is on learning to read diverse literary styles and on in-depth analysis and interpretation.  Efforts in composition are designed to complement this analysis and are supported by units in grammar, including specified areas of usage and mechanics, and by programs in spelling and vocabulary.  This is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course.


ENGLISH
Required course for all Juniors (one of the following):

Honors Composition and Rhetoric

5 credits


Semester

Prerequisite:  Permission of Department Chair

This course is based on a developmental writing curriculum in which the students learn to increase their rhetorical skills and experiment with different writing styles.  The art of essay writing includes critical reading of published authors, critical thinking, analyzing and  composing.  Emphasis is placed on the pre-writing stages of brainstorming, rhetorical stance, thesis development, outlining, and drafting.  The discovery of language and of writing skills through the various domains:  descriptive, narrative, analytical, persuasive, is a major objective of this course.  Students write on IBM compatible computers in Microsoft Word 2.0.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Composition and Rhetoric

5 credits


Semester

This course aims to develop writing, language, speaking, and thinking skills.  In composition, the chief focus is on learning how to write short essays.  Emphasis is placed not only on essay structure but also on the process of essay writing (particularly on pre-writing and revising essays) and on the application of rhetorical values to composition (understanding the interplay of topic, purpose and  audience).  Other areas of composition studied are persuasive essay and  informal group presentations.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Composition and Rhetoric C

5 credits


Semester

This course is intended to expand specifically upon the writing skills addressed in the Sophomore year of Literature and Composition.  This course aims to develop student writing skills through extensive examination of the process of writing and the structure of the essay.  Emphasis is also placed on the study of important elements of rhetoric, which include topic, purpose, and audience.  Various areas of composition in addition to expository and narrative essay writing include the college entrance essay and timed essay writing.  This is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course.

Senior Level
World Literature

10 credits


Year

Required course for all Seniors 

World Literature is used as a bridge to the mastery of critical reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.  Literature studied includes both traditional and contemporary selections designed to present the literature of the world in a historical context.  Literary themes include:  the quest for immortality, the individual in society, knowledge and power, the natural world, alienation and despair, justice and injustice.  In exploring literature, attention is given to the need for hierarchy of reading and discussion levels moving from comprehension to interpretation to evaluation.  Fulfills U.C. "b" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

ENGLISH
World Literature C

10 credits


Year

The main purposes of the course are to build the student's writing and language skills and to further develop reading comprehension and enjoyment of world literature.  Efforts in composition are supported by units in grammar, including specified areas of usage and mechanics, and by programs in spelling and vocabulary.  Literature studied includes classics and noteworthy contemporary works that probe the human condition.  By reading and discussing these works, the student should recognize that people, at all times and in all places, have struggled with questions that are vitally important to every human being.  In exploring literature, attention is given to the need for a hierarchy of reading and discussion levels (moving from comprehension to interpretation to evaluation).  The is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course.

Advanced Placement English

10 credits


Year

Open to Seniors  only

Prerequisites: Recommendation of honors level instructor and permission of department coordinator

The Advanced Placement English course provides those students selected with an  opportunity to experience a college-level class as well as eligibility to receive college credit.  Students learn to read and comprehend historical college-level poetry, plays, novels, and short stories written at various times in various cultures.  They learn how to discover meaning in literature by being attentive to language, imagery, character, action, argument, and the various techniques and strategies authors use to evoke emotional responses from readers.  Students are expected to justify their interpretations by reference to details and patterns found in the text, to compare their interpretations with those proposed by others (teachers, classmates, and published literary scholars), and to be prepared to modify their own interpretations as they learn more and think more.  Writing in this course is focused upon the expository essay both formal and informal.   Fulfills U.C. "b" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Senior writing electives:  Seniors  must choose one of the following (AP English students are exempt):

Composition and Logic

5 credits


Semester

This course aims to sharpen the student's ability to reason logically and apply the principles of sound reasoning.  Major areas addressed here are inductive and deductive reasoning, logical fallacies and analyzing arguments. The composition program is college preparatory, emphasizing essay writing (particularly critical and persuasive writing), revision techniques, and essay question strategies.  Time is also allotted for remediating major deficiencies on the level of the sentence and the paragraph.  This course fills the mandatory senior writing requirement.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.


ENGLISH

Composition and Logic C

5 credits


Semester

This course builds upon the semester of writing studied in the Junior year.  The elements of rhetoric learned in the Junior year are reviewed and students are introduced to basic principles of logic.  Students are asked to apply these principles to their thinking and writing.  The composition program prepares students for the regiment of college level writing by focusing on the expository and timed essay.  This is a community college (2 year college) prep course.

Movies as Literature

5 credits


Semester

Open to Juniors and Seniors 

This course is designed for the avid film-goer who not only enjoys the genre of film, but also desires to understand this medium on an even deeper level.  Students will study and become familiar with cinematic terms and techniques (such as, cutting, transitions, shots, angles, etc.), types of film (classics, contemporary, sleepers, claymation, etc.), roles in film (director, producer, gopher, extras, etc.), the Academy Award Process, and the current rating system.  Students will view, discuss, and critique various films chosen by both the teacher and the students.  Film response logs are employed and students will be expected to research some aspect of the world of the Cinematic Arts.  Finally, students will be required to join a "production team" of their peers to create their own movie.  The process of production is emphasized:  story line, script, location research, shooting schedule, story boards, filming, and editing.  Regular attendance is required.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Journalism

10 credits


Year 

Open to Seniors  only

Prerequisite:  Formal application to the journalism instructor to include two teacher recommendations, a writing sample and a "B" or better in Composition and Rhetoric
This course offers students the opportunity to develop their writing skills while learning about the demands of newspaper writing.  Various journalistic forms are practiced, including news reporting, features, sports, columns and editorials.  The course also examines journalistic requirements such as headline and caption writing and proofreading.  Throughout the course students are called upon to develop style and substance in their writing.  Research and interview skills are also developed.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

ENGLISH
Creative Writing

5 credits


Semester

Open to Seniors 

Prerequisite:  Permission of the instructor, two writing samples, and a "B" or better in Composition and Rhetoric

This course is designed for serious writing students who would like to take their writing to the next level.  Through various projects, students will produce writing based upon observation, imagination and imitation.  Students will learn to appreciate one another's talents through reading their works aloud.  By the end of the course they will have a portfolio of their works which will serve as a foundation for a life-long collection of their writing.   Fulfills U.C. "f"  and C.S.U. elective requirement.


FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS
FINE ARTS:
The courses listed under Fine and Performing Arts may be used to  satisfy the Fine Arts graduation requirement. Those  listed under Applied Arts do not satisfy the Fine Arts requirement. 

Fine Arts Survey I

5 credits


Semester

Required course for all freshmen not enrolled in a performing art

Fine Arts Survey I is an introduction to the visual arts.  Along with the theory involved in understanding the visual arts, the student will receive hands-on experience with various visual arts media.  The course will include field trips to museums and theaters.  The students will be required to supply some of their own art supplies for the course.  Fulfills the C.S.U. subject requirement.

Fine Arts Survey II

5 credits


Semester

Prerequisite:  Fine Arts Survey I  or consent of instructor

Fine Arts Survey II explores the elements of art covered in Fine Arts Survey I in greater depth.  The student will be solving problems with various two-dimensional and three-dimensional media.  This course is for students who wish to continue their exploration of the visual arts but do not necessarily have the skills needed to do the type of work required in a class geared toward more sophisticated problems and independent exploration expected in studio art.  Students are required to purchase some of their own supplies.  Fulfills the C.S.U. subject requirement.

Studio Art

5 credits


Semester

Prerequisite:  Fine Arts Survey I with "B+" or better grade or consent of instructor
Studio art (advanced art) is for students with advanced skills and abilities in the visual arts.  The class will explore problems in design and work in two-dimensional and three-dimensional media.  Students will be encouraged to concentrate in an area of art in which they excel.  Students who wish to prepare a portfolio for the College Board Advanced Placement program may do so in this course.  Students are required to purchase some of their own materials.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

FINE & PERFORMING ARTS
Studio Art II - Independent Study

5 credits


Semester

Prerequisite:  Studio Art with a "B+" or better and consent of the instructor


This course is designed for the student who wants to investigate independently and thoroughly a specific aspect or medium of art.  The student should have a plan in mind as to the direction that she/he wants the investigation to take.  The student must be self-disciplined and knowledgeable and able to work independently.  Fulfills C.S.U. elective requirement.

Three Dimensional Art

5 credits


Semester

Prerequisite:  Grade of "B+" or better in Fine Arts Survey II or Studio Art and consent of instructor

This advanced art class is devoted to work in the following areas:  Sculpture (wood, metal, paper and plastic), fiber art, jewelry, construction and other techniques.  Each student is encouraged to express individuality in developing his/her own potential as they gain skills in and comprehension of the various medias.  Supplies:  Voucher of $35.00.  Fulfills C.S.U. elective requirement.

Advanced Painting

5 credits


Semester

Prerequisite:  Grade of "B+" or better in Studio Art and consent of instructor

Introduction of the medium of transparent waterbase painting.  Covers the media methods, traditional and modern composition, color relationship and color theory.  Students will become familiar with the broad range in this medium.  Gallery visit and submission to local art show are required.  Fulfills C.S.U. elective requirement.

Cartooning

5 credits


Semester

Prerequisite:  Grade of "B+" or better in Fine Arts Survey II or Studio Art and consent of instructor

This is an introductory course for the student that is interested in cartooning and/or caricatures.  Drawing fundamental will be taught and be heavily emphasized.  The course will also cover the history of cartooning.  Students will be required to visit an art gallery and keep a sketchbook as a requirement of the course.  Cost of supplies will run approximately $20-$25.  Fulfills C.S.U. elective requirement.


FINE & PERFORMING ARTS
Drama



5 credits


Semester

Open to all students

This course is a one semester course, introducing the student to all aspects of the theater.  The student will learn the basics of acting through improvisation, mime, stage movement, voice production, diction, scene study, character analysis and the techniques of Stanislavski and Meisner.  The students study differen

t forms and types of theatrical works, from classical to farce to modern and will work on monologues, scenes and one-act plays for the stage.  The basics of set construction, scene design, costume design, stage make-up, accents and dialects will all be introduced.  Fulfills C.S.U. subject requirement.

Advanced Drama: Acting 

5 credits


Semester

Open to Sophomores , Juniors and Seniors 

Prerequisite:
A "B" or better in Drama or approval of instructor

This course continues where Drama leaves off, using improvisation, scene study, monologues and one-act plays to build the student's acting skills.  In-depth character analysis is included, as is work in pantomime, accents and dialects in both modern and classical characters, the study of the teachings and methods of Stanislavski, Meisner, Strasburg and The Group Theatre.  The students also write short scenes and monologues.  Scripts from other media are used as well, including television commercials, sit-coms, episodics and film.  Fulfills C.S.U. subject requirement.

Concert Band

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Open to students with a minimum of one year of instruction on their instrument or instructor's permission
This course is a performance-type class, rehearsing daily for three to four major concerts each year, as well as playing at athletic events, prayer services, liturgies and other special events.  Rehearsals focus on preparing music from different styles and cultures, improving technique on individual instruments, working together for a proper blend and tone, basic music theory, music history,  and proper care  and use of instruments, as well as opportunities for solo and small ensemble work and conducting.  Students are required to practice outside of class and are required to participate in all performances.  Applicable to the U.C. "f" requirement one time.  Fulfills C.S.U. subject requirement.


FINE & PERFORMING ARTS
Jazz Band

10 credits


Year


OFFERED OUTSIDE THE REGULAR SCHOOL DAY

Prerequisite:  Audition required for admittance.  Auditions are in the spring for the next year's Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors .  Students must also be enrolled in Concert Band, unless waived by instructor.
The Jazz Band is a small ensemble of highly dedicated, advanced instrumental students.  This group works on various styles of jazz, including traditional "Dixieland," be-bop, swing, fusion, and jazz rock.  In addition, jazz theory and history are included in rehearsal times, as well as listening to recordings of great jazz artists.  This group performs for prayer services, special events, community activities, and major concerts.   Practice  outside of class is required and private lessons are encouraged.  Participation in all performances is required.  If enough students audition, there may be a second band or combo.  Applicable to the U.C. "f" requirement one time.  Fulfills the C.S.U. subject requirement.

String Orchestra

10 credits


Year

Open to all students with instructor approval

This course is a string ensemble consisting of violins, violas, cellos and bass violins, with other instruments added as needed.  The students work on improving technique on their instruments, as well as learning some music theory and history.  The music studied ranges from traditional chamber music to jazz, and music of other cultures.  The string orchestra will perform three to four major concerts in addition to special events.  Practice outside of class and participation in all performances are required.  Applicable to the U.C. "f" requirement one time.  Fulfills the C.S.U. subject requirement.  

FINE & PERFORMING ARTS
Honors Band

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Audition required for admission, A "B" or better in Band

The Christian Brothers Honor Band performs music representing a variety of historical and contemporary musical styles.  Band members learn highly advanced levels of instrumental technique, sight-reading, practice methods, and various performance skills.  Students selecting this course are expected to practice outside of class one hour each day, and to participate in all performances.  Private study with a professional specialist is also recommended.  In most cases, students will need to provide their own instrument.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement pending U.C. approval.

Freshman Choir

10 credits


Year

Open to all  Freshman students

The Freshman Choir provides an opportunity for new students to develop basic music reading skills, vocal technique, ensemble technique, and performance skills.  A variety of musical compositions representing a wide range of contemporary and historical musical styles are learned and performed each year.  Daily practice outside school hours is required.  Students will also participate in a variety of liturgies and performances during the course of the school year.

Concert Choir

10 credits


Year

Open to all students

Concert choir is a large singing group which performs three to four major concerts per year, as well as providing music for prayer services, liturgies and other special events.  The students work on proper breathing and singing techniques, sight-singing and basic music theory and music history by rehearsing music ranging from unison to six-part harmonies, a cappella and accompanied, in a variety of languages, styles and cultures.  The group also performs major choral works with instrumental accompaniment provided by students from class, the concert band, jazz band and orchestra.  Working together to create a unified sound and blend and healthy vocal habits, while learning many different types of music are the goals for concert choir.  Participation in all performances is required.  Fulfills the C.S.U. subject requirement.  

FINE & PERFORMING ARTS
Women's Choir

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Audition required for admittance, one year of Concert Choir preferred

A relatively small (approximately 20) group of selected, advanced singers, chosen by audition the previous spring on the basis of sight-reading, tonal memory and vocal blending.  The focus will be on women's choral literature ranging from classical music to jazz and rock.  The students will work on proper singing techniques, sight-singing, music theory and history, and vocal blend.  Not only will this choir perform at all the school concerts, it will also do many additional functions such as liturgies, special events and outside requests.  It is preferred that it be taken concurrently with Concert Choir if at all possible.  Fulfills U.C. "f" one time and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Jazz Choir

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Audition required for admittance.  Auditions are previous spring.  One year of Concert Choir preferred.

A small select group of advanced singers (approximately 8-16) with pianist, drummer and possibly bass player.  The students are chosen the previous spring on the basis of an audition of sight-singing, tonal memory and vocal blend.  The group will focus on the American art form of vocal jazz:  the close 4, 5 and 6-part harmonies, vocal improvisation, both accompanied and a cappella.  This group not only performs at school concerts, it also combines with the Jazz Band for a special Jazz Concert, sings at local jazz festivals and invitationals and does special outside events.  Fulfills C.S.U. subject requirement.


APPLIED ARTS

Applied Arts:
The courses listed under Applied Arts do NOT satisfy the Fine Arts graduation requirement.
Yearbook

10 credits


Year

Open to Sophomores , Juniors, and Seniors 

Prerequisite:  Formal application to the yearbook instructor to include two teacher recommendations
This course provides practical experience in art, graphic design, writing copy, advertising, and photography.  Students have the opportunity to explore any one of these areas while helping to create the CREST.  The course demands consistent student effort and dependability, but provides invaluable experience, many rewarding memories, and the opportunity to serve the CBS community by preserving the personalities and happenings of the school year.

Keyboarding I/Word Processing

5 credits


Semester

Open to Sophomores , Juniors, and Seniors 

This course enables the student to develop essential keyboarding skills. These skills are necessary for college-bound students and students seeking employment after high school graduation.  Students learn to format business letters and envelopes, reports, and term papers.  They learn to center material and set up tables, proofread, and correct errors.  The touch method of keyboarding is used and the goal is for students to be able to key thirty-five to forty-five words per minute.  This is a hands-on class; students work at the keyboard every day.


APPLIED ARTS
Keyboarding II/Word Processing

5 credits



Semester

Prerequisite:  Completion of Keyboarding I with a grade of "C" or better

This course is designed to give the student the opportunity to refine the skills acquired in Keyboarding I.  There will be further study of business letters, reports, and tables.  Students will learn to set up lists and outlines and to format a resume and a letter of application.  Students will practice to improve speed and accuracy and the goal for the semester is from forty-five to fifty-five words per minute with a minimum of errors.  This is an excellent course for college-bound students and for students seeking employment after graduating from high school.

 LANGUAGE

French I and French I Review


10 credits


Year

An introductory course in the French language with emphasis on the development of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture. Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Accelerated French I

10 credits


Year

This course is similar in content to French I.  Topics will be more in-depth, with an attempt to master them at a higher level than the regular French I course.  Accelerated French is open to all students, including college preparatory students who desire to fulfill college requirements by taking the Advanced Placement exam in the senior year. Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

French II and French II Review

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  French I with a "C" grade or permission of instructor

A continuation of the first year of French with further development of language skills.  Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Accelerated French II

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Accelerated French I with a " B" or permission of instructor

This course is similar in content to French II.  Topics are taught in greater depth, with an attempt to master them at a higher level than the regular French II course.  Accelerated French II is open to all student, including college preparatory students with a desire to fulfill college requirements by taking the Advanced Placement exam in the senior year. Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

French III

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  French II with a "B" grade or permission of instructor
French III continues the study of the French language and culture, with emphasis on the finer points of structure and an intense effort to improve communication skills.  In addition, there are readings in history and literature, with the goal of increasing vocabulary and sight-reading skills. Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.


LANGUAGE 

Honors French III

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor
This is the third year of the accelerated program including  preparation for those who plan to take the French Advanced Placement Examination in the senior year.  Emphasis is placed on completing the basic grammar, as well as intensive work on furthering the writing, speaking, listening, and reading skills of the student. Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

French IV
10 credits

Year

Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor

French IV focuses on the continued study of grammar, refining of listening and speaking skills, and continued in-depth reading and writing development.  Students completing this course should have a firm foundation in the language and the ability to understand and speak on an advanced level. Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Advanced Placement French

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor

This is a college level course and is an intense and in-depth program preparing students to take the College Board Advanced Placement Examination at the end of the year.  A final review of the grammar is included, as well as consistent development of the reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement..  Students who take and pass the AP test with a 3 or higher may be eligible for college credit.  

German I and German I Review

10 credits


Year

An introductory course in German language, with emphasis on the development of language skills equivalent to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) proficiency rating of "novice high".  Fulfills the U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

LANGUAGE 
Accelerated German I

10 credits


Year

This course is similar in content to German I.  Topics will be more in-depth, with an attempt to master them more comprehensively than the regular German I course.  Students will be moving into the ACTFL proficiency rating of "intermediate low."   Accelerated German is intended for college preparatory students with a more ambitious desire to fulfill college requirements by taking the Advanced Placement exam in the senior year. Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

German II and German II Review

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  German I with a "C" grade or permission of instructor

A continuation of the first year of German with further development of language skills equivalent to the ACTFL "intermediate low" proficiency rating.  Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Accelerated German II

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Accelerated German I with a "B" or better or permission of instructor
This course is intended to complete the ACTFL proficiency rating of "intermediate low" and begin to bring the student into the "intermediate mid" level.  Accelerated German II is intended for the college preparatory student with a more ambitious desire to fulfill college requirements by taking the Advanced Placement Exam in the senior year.  Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

German III

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  German II with a "B" grade or permission of instructor
Continued study of the German language and culture, with emphasis on the finer points of structure and a more intense effort to improve communication skills.  In addition, there are readings in history and literature, with the goal of increasing vocabulary and sight-reading skills.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.


LANGUAGE 
Honors German III

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor
This is the third year of the accelerated program preparing students for the German Advanced Placement Examination in the senior year.  Emphasis is placed on completing the basic grammar, as well as intensive work on furthering the writing, speaking, listening, and reading skills of the student.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

German IV

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor

Continued grammar study and development of listening and speaking skills.  Continued in-depth reading and writing development.  Students completing this course should have a firm foundation in the language and the ability to understand and speak on a more advanced level.  Fulfills the U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Advanced Placement German

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor
This is an honors course and is an intense and in-depth program preparing students to take the College Board Advanced Placement Examination at the end of the year.  A final review of the grammar is included, as well as consistent development of the reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Spanish I and Spanish I Review

10 credits


Year

An introductory course in the Spanish language, with emphasis on the development of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and general knowledge of Hispanic culture and civilization.  Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Accelerated Spanish I


10 credits


Year

This course is similar in content to Spanish I.  Topics will be addressed in-depth, with an attempt to master them at a higher level than the regular Spanish I course.  Accelerated Spanish is intended for college-preparatory students with the desire to fulfill college requirements by taking the Advanced Placement Exam in the senior year.  Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

LANGUAGE 
Spanish II and Spanish II Review

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Spanish I with a "C" grade or permission of instructor
A continuation of the first year of Spanish, with further development of language skills.  Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Spanish 2B

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Spanish I with a "C" or permission of the instructor.
This course is a continuation of the first year of Spanish.  It is less intense and is modified for students to progress at a slower pace.  It is not intended for students who want to go on to Spanish III.  Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Accelerated Spanish II   

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Accelerated Spanish I with a "B" or permission of instructor

This course is similar in content to Spanish II.  Topics are addressed in-depth, with an attempt to master them at a higher level than the regular Spanish II course.  Accelerated Spanish II is intended for college preparatory students with the desire to fulfill college requirements by taking the Advanced Placement Exam in the senior year.  Fulfills U.C. "e" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Spanish III

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Spanish II with a "B" grade or permission of instructor
Continued study of the Spanish language and culture, with emphasis on the finer points of structure and an intense effort to improve communication skills.  In addition, there are readings in history and literature, with the goal of increasing vocabulary and sight-reading skills.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Honors Spanish III

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor
This is the third year of the accelerated program preparing students for the Spanish Advanced Placement Examination in the senior year.  Emphasis is placed on completing the basic grammar, as well as intensive work on furthering the writing, speaking, listening, and reading skills of the student.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.


LANGUAGE 
Spanish IV

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite: Permission of instructor
Spanish IV focuses on continued grammar study and development of listening and speaking skills, as well as in-depth reading and writing development.  Students completing this course should have a firm foundation in the language and the ability to understand and speak on a more advanced level.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Advanced Placement Spanish




10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor
This is an honors course and is an intense and in-depth program preparing students to take the College Board Advanced Placement Examination at the end of the year.  A final review of grammar is included, as well as consistent development of the reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.


MATHEMATICS
Sages Math

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Placement by testing and 8th grade math  instructor recommendation
The course is designed to develop the fundamental skills and concepts necessary for our technological world.  The course emphasizes applications using concrete methods such as diagrams, lists, patterns, and manipulatives.  The course will cover units in logic, problem solving, patterns and functions, geometry, measurement, algebra, and statistics.  The course may be followed by Algebra I or Algebra IA.

Algebra IA

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Pre-Algebra or placement by testing
This course covers the first semester of a traditional Algebra 1 course in a full year.

Algebra IB

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  "C" or better in Algebra 1A and/or teacher recommendation
This course covers the second semester of a traditional Algebra 1 course in a full year.

Algebra IA and IB together fulfill U.C. "c" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Algebra I and Algebra I Review

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  "B" or better  in Pre-Algebra and the recommendation of present math instructor, or placement by testing

This course develops the fundamentals of elementary algebra.  The course emphasizes equation solving, graphing, variables, applications, probability and geometric representations of algebraic concepts.  Fulfills U.C. "c" and C.S.U. subject requirement.


MATHEMATICS 
Accelerated Algebra 1

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Placement by test and the recommendation of the current math instructor
This course follows the same content and approach as Algebra I with more breadth and depth.  In particular, the relationships between functions and their graphs is emphasized.  Application problems are explored in detail.  Key problems are extended to show the connections between fundamental algebra and advanced topics and applications from Algebra II and math analysis.  Fulfills U.C. "c" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Geometry

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  "C" or better in Algebra I and a passing score on the algebra competency test
The course requires a firm foundation in arithmetic and algebra. It will help the student to develop skills in logical reasoning and further understanding of spatial relationships.  Algebra is integrated throughout the course.  Students explore concepts visually and concretely to develop conjectures for themselves.  Topics include area, angles, polygons, congruence, similarity, right triangle trigonometry, circles, proof (explaining), and three dimensional figures.  The course is essential in the natural transition from concrete skills of Algebra I to the greater emphasis on abstract reasoning required of the student in Algebra II.  Fulfills U.C. "c" and C.S.U. subject  requirement.

Accelerated Geometry

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:   "A" in Algebra I, recommendation of current math instructor, and a passing score on the algebra competency test
Advanced Geometry is a course designed to follow Accelerated Algebra I.  Success requires strong arithmetic and algebra skills.  The course includes all concepts taught in geometry plus elements of coordinate and transformational geometry which help to prepare the advanced student for future work in analytic geometry.  Spherical geometry topics will be introduced.  Fulfills U.C. "c" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Algebra II


10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  "B" or better in Algebra I and Geometry, and a passing score on the Algebra/Geometry competency test

This course reinforces and extends the concepts taught in Algebra I and Geometry.  The course content requires that each student have a TI-82 graphing calculator so that technological  advances can be included as a means to greater understanding of the material presented.  New topics introduced in the course include functions, complex numbers, rational exponents, logarithms, right angle trigonometry, quadratic relations, and beginning probability.  The work prepares students to continue their formal studies in Math Analysis or Computer Programming and provides a solid basis for college disciplines which are not mathematics intensive for those who do not elect to take math in their senior year. Fulfills U.C. "c" and the C.S.U. subject requirement.

MATHEMATICS 
Algebra IIA


10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  "C" or better in Algebra I and Geometry, and teacher recommendation

This course covers the first semester of a traditional Algebra II course in a full year.

Algebra IIB

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  "C" or better in Algebra IIA and teacher recommendation

This course covers the second semester of a traditional Algebra II course in a full year.  Algebra IIA and IIB fulfill one year of U.C. "c" and the C.S.U. subject requirement.

Honors Algebra II

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  "B"  in Advanced Algebra I and Geometry, recommendation of math instructor, and a passing score on the Algebra competency test

This course prepares the student for honors math analysis and other courses of study that are math-intensive.  The topics covered will include, but not be limited to, those in Algebra II as described above.  Each topic will be presented with emphasis on understanding the abstract concepts involved.  Problems assigned will be generally more challenging than those in standard courses. Fulfills U.C. "c" and the C.S.U. subject requirement.

Senior Mathematics

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  Algebra II and recommendation of math instructor
This course is designed for students who have completed Algebra II but who are not prepared for, or do not have the confidence to take, Math Analysis.  It will emphasize the use of problem solving strategies that will create more interest and enhance understanding and will offer new approaches to topics often taught in pre-calculus.  The course will cover problem solving, sequences and series, counting and probability, linear programming, functions, inverse functions, conic sections, and trigonometry.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.


MATHEMATICS 
Math Analysis

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  "B"  or better in all previous math courses, recommendation of math instructor, and a passing score on the Algebra II competency test

This course will include review of the concepts from Algebra II.  The major emphasis will be the introduction of skills necessary for success in Pre-Calculus with emphasis on trigonometry, infinite series, and graphing of a variety of functions in rectangular and polar coordinates.  The second semester will include introduction to probability and statistics.  This course is recommended for the student planning to enter the field of business administration as well as those going into math or science related fields.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and the C.S.U. elective requirement.

Honors Math Analysis (Pre-Calculus)



10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  "B" or better  in Advanced Algebra II, or "A" in Algebra II, recommendation of math instructor and a passing score on the Algebra II competency test
This course is designed so that students who successfully complete it will be prepared to take calculus or any other advanced mathematics course.  Modern technology has evolved to the stage that allows students to explore realistic applications.  The presentation will use methods that focus on problem solving and encourage generalizations based on strong geometric evidence.  Topics covered will include relations, functions, and analytic geometry.  Most topics will be explored in conjunction with their applications in business, economics, or science.  This is a very rigorous, demanding course which will require at least one hour of homework almost every night.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Advanced Placement Calculus

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:   "B" or better in Honors Math Analysis, recommendation of math instructor, permission from the department coordinator, and a passing score in the pre-calculus competency test
This course is the equivalent of the first semester of a three semester college calculus course.  The student will be expected to have a very complete understanding of Algebra II concepts and be familiar with trigonometry.  The course content requires that each student have a TI-82 graphing calculator.  Topics explored will include the concepts of limits, infinite series, derivatives of algebraic functions, integration, analytic geometry, and applications of all of the above.  The student will be expected to spend one and one half hours minimum on homework for every class period.  This course is rigorous and demanding.  The students will take the College Board Advanced Placement Examination at the end of the year.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.


MATHEMATICS 
Recordkeeping


10 credits


Year

Open to Juniors and Seniors 

Recordkeeping is a course in financial management and basic accounting with primary emphasis on source records and secondary emphasis on double entry work.  The course emphasizes personal and business records, checks, sales receipts, deposit slips, bank statements, credit cards, and tax forms.  Accounting is introduced the last three months of the year.  It has both personal and vocational emphasis and provides valuable career exploratory opportunities.


PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Physical Education I, Male/Female

5 credits


Semester

Required course for all freshmen
The freshman physical education course involves basic instruction in the areas of team sports, individual sports, and conditioning to develop the student's physical abilities and to give insight into the basic concepts involved in the various areas of physical activity.  

Physical Education II, Male/Female

10 credits


Year

Required course for all Sophomores 
The sophomore physical education course is a continuation of the activities and skill development from the freshman year.  The students reinforce basic skills acquired the previous year and develop new  skills by learning concepts of,  and participating in, new  physical activities.  This course also includes a quarter of Health which entails instruction and certification in First Aid and CPR, guidance in nutrition, lifetime fitness skills, and health consumerism.  

Physical Education III, IV, Male/Female

5 credits


Semester

Elective course offered to Juniors and Seniors 

Instruction is offered in two specific sports per quarter.  The course is designed to further develop the skills acquired in Physical Education I and II.  Students will be asked to indicate first, second, and third choices from the following paired sports:

A.  volleyball / basketball


C.  soccer / softball

B.  football / running



D.  tennis / handball / racquetball

Weight and Agility Training for Males

5 credits


Semester

Elective course open to Junior and Senior males

Prerequisite:  Approval of the department coordinator and a "B" or better in PE I and II 
This course is open to the athlete or non-athlete who wishes to develop body strength, bulk, endurance and lateral movement.  The goal of the course is to increase athletic ability through weight training and agility (quickness) methods.  Students will be required to achieve certain standards on weight-lifting and participate in the agility program which includes quickness drills, handball, form running, and other sports which improve one's hand and eye coordination.


PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Weight Training and Self Defense for Females

5 credits


Semester

Elective course open to Junior and Senior females

This course is offered to female athletes and non-athletes who wish to develop strength, flexibility, speed and build cardiovascular fitness.  Part of the class will be devoted to self defense, with both passive and aggressive techniques discussed and utilized.  The goals are to build and tone muscles for competition, to improve general fitness and to utilize conditioning to help protect yourself in life threatening situations.  Students will participate in aerobic and anaerobic conditioning sessions along with weight training.

Driver Education (optional course)

This course may not be scheduled during pre-registration

2.5 credits


Quarter

OFFERED OUTSIDE THE REGULAR SCHOOL DAY TO STUDENTS 15 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER.

FIRST AND SECOND QUARTER, BEFORE SCHOOL AND THIRD AND FOURTH QUARTER, AFTER SCHOOL.

There is no fee for this course which consists of 30 hours of classroom instruction in the rules and regulations of driving.  Students will learn the laws related to operating a motor vehicle and how to respond to driving problems in various environments, under adverse weather conditions, and in emergencies.  In addition, proper attitudes and skills necessary to become safe, competent drivers will be emphasized.  This course meets the State of California requirement to obtain a driving permit. 


RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Christian Identity

5 credits


Semester

Required for all first semester freshmen

All religious education begins with the student.  This course will explore the identity and person of the student.  Topics covered will include: adolescence, social growth, personal development, and sexuality.  While learning the nature of religious development the student will also be introduced to the life and thought of John Baptist De La Salle as well as to the Catholic Eucharist.  The school's service requirement will be fulfilled in the context of this course.  

Jesus

5 credits


Semester

Required for all second semester freshmen

Jesus is the foundation and center of all Christian religious education.  In this course students will learn more about who Jesus Christ is to Christians.  His teachings, actions, and the meaning of his life for believers will be explored and reflected upon by the student.  The school's service requirement will be fulfilled in the context of this course.

Hebrew Scripture

5 credits


Semester

Required course for all first semester Sophomores 
The story of ancient Israel is, in a sense, the story of Jesus and of every human being.  This course will apply modern scripture scholarship to the texts of the Hebrew Scripture in an effort to make their meaning relevant to the student.  These same stories will also help the student better understand Jesus Christ who was himself a part of the Hebrew tradition.  The school's service requirement will also be fulfilled in the context of this course.


RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Christian Morality

5 credits


Semester

Required course for all second semester Sophomores 

The course draws upon Christian doctrine as revealed in the Bible and Catholic traditions to assist the student's loving response to the many adolescent questions, personal and social dilemmas, and doubts that may be experienced.  The course provides a structure in which the student develops critical reasoning abilities to evaluate and decide the most appropriate Christian behavior.  The school's service requirement will be fulfilled in the context of this course.

Christian Testament

5 credits


Semester

Required course for all first semester Juniors
This course explores the development of the Gospels and other books of the Christian Testament.  In examining the historical, literary, and theological forces that shaped these writings, students will also learn sound interpretation through the use of biblical criticism and careful study of the scriptures, as advocated by the Catholic church.

The Developing Church

5 credits


Semester

Required course for all second semester Juniors
This course continues the study of the Christian Testament with emphasis on the identity of the developing Christian community.  This study takes place within the context of the Acts of the Apostles and some of the letters of St. Paul.  Historical development of the Catholic Church is presented, especially in the areas of sacraments and precedent setting events that result in the shaping of the Catholic Church's identity.  Attention is given to the work of Vatican Council II and its particular focus on the role of the laity.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Senior religion electives.   Seniors must choose two of the following:
Social Justice

5 credits


Semester

The social justice course is designed to stimulate examination and reflection upon the major social issues of our time:  poverty, hunger, education, health care, work, racism, sexism, first and third world relations, US foreign policy, and other current issues.  Through seminar-style discussions, reading, and examination of the media's coverage of these topics, students will critically analyze systems and structures which foster or inhibit human freedom.  Students will also be involved in volunteer service projects and working with the poor, dispossessed, or needy in our community.  Visits to local agencies, as well as guest speakers from the community, will add depth to current topics.  Analysis of current social problems will be from the Judeo-Christian perspective and utilizing Catholic social teaching.

Christian Lifestyles

5  credits


Semester

This course addresses the key developmental issues facing a young adult including identity, interdependence, careers, money, love, friendship, communication, sexuality, dating, marriage and families.  These issues are approached and discussed from the Christian perspective.  Students will be involved in class discussion, group projects and volunteer service hours as a way to develop life-long skills within the context of becoming an adult Christian.

Comparative Religion

5 credits


Semester

In this course, students explore the origin and development of religion and have the opportunity to examine the teachings and practices of the major eastern and western religions of the world:  Hinduism, Buddhism, the religions of China and Japan, Islam, Christianity and Judaism.  Students also learn how religious beliefs have a profound impact on the political, social and economic climate of the world.  A field trip is a requirement in this class.
Liturgy, Mass and Prayer

5 credits


Semester

Prerequisites:  Students must be committed to enhancing their understanding of liturgy and have an attitude of openness to community prayer.  They must also act as leaders by educating the school community and inviting the participation of other students,  Signature of Campus Minister is required.

This course will study the theology of liturgy, parts of the Mass, and the liturgical year.  We will also study the methods, traditions and importance of prayer in the Christian life.  Students will be involved in the planning and implementation of school-wide liturgies as well as be responsible for creating in-class prayer services and prayer resources for other classes, appropriate to the liturgical year.


RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Senior Seminar

5 credits


Semester

Prerequisite:  Recommendation from the junior religion teacher.
Senior seminar offers seniors  an opportunity to reflect on their four-year religious education experience and to look forward to their adult religious formation.  In this seminar course each student will prepare for, and participate in, class discussions, assignments, and the ongoing evaluation of the group's efforts.  The actual course content will be determined by the class during the first two weeks of the semester.  The role of the laity (women, men, young adults, married couples, single and divorced adults, etc.) in the Church, evil, sin and guilt, personal spirituality and spiritual development, and a modern Christian's response to contemporary social issues are examples of topics which might be addressed.

SCIENCE 
Introduction to Science

10 credits


Year

Required of all freshmen not in Biology
This year-long course is an introduction to general scientific principles and methodology.  The scientific method, scientific notation, classification, general lab procedures, lab safety and lab write-up skills will be taught to prepare the student for the next level of science at Christian Brothers.

The student will be introduced to chemistry (classification of matter, unit cancellation, significant figures, elementary atomic structure, the periodic chart), biology (taxonomy, cellular structure, biochemistry, botany, anatomy and physiology), and physics (speed, velocity, acceleration, force and mass) which will serve as a basis for a spiraling curriculum in the last three years of the student's high school curriculum.

Laboratory work will cover each of the areas with extensive use of the computer science room to learn lab report and communication skills.  Field trips and speakers introducing the student to career possibilities will also be encouraged.  This is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course.  

Note: The following courses are open to all qualified Sophomores , Juniors, and Seniors .  Be sure to check the prerequisites carefully.
Biology

10 credits


Year

Required of all Freshmen not  enrolled in Introduction to Science
Prerequisite:  "C" or better in previous high school science  

Recommendation: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra I
This is a standard laboratory and lecture class introducing the major fields of biology-the study of living things.  The inquiry approach from the cellular level upward is used in discussing concepts of this class.  Emphasis is placed on inquiry in the laboratory as a basis for discussion.  The major fields included in this course are chemistry, cytology, microbiology, genetics, evolution, zoology, and ecology.  Fulfills U.C. "d" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Human Anatomy and Physiology

10 credits


Year

Open to Sophomores , Juniors, and Seniors 


    


Prerequisite:  Completion of biology with a "B" or better or approval of the instructor

This course will explore the human body by introducing the basic forms, structures, and functions of the body.  The major systems are studied. These include the muscular, skeletal, circulatory, digestive, nervous, and reproductive systems.  The functioning of all of these systems which make up the whole organism called "Man" will be stressed.  Emphasis will be on laboratory exercises designed to show functions and structure in action.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.


SCIENCE
Consumer Chemistry; Introduction to Chemistry

10 credits


Year

Open to Sophomores , Juniors, and Seniors 

This is a beginning chemistry course that teaches the fundamentals of chemistry in a clear, easy-to-understand format, using practical examples and extensive laboratory work to reinforce the material in the text.  The course is not strongly math oriented. This is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course.

Chemistry

10 credits


Year

Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors 

Prerequisite:  "B" grade or better in Algebra I, both semesters and recommendation of current science teacher or approval of department chair

This is a standard lecture and laboratory class for the average college-bound student who is interested in science.  Careful organization, observation, and analysis are emphasized.  Areas covered include mole concept, Avogadro's Hypothesis, gases, solutions, chemical reactions, atomic structure, and chemical bonds. Fulfills the U.C. "d" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Honors Chemistry

10 credits


Year

Open to Sophomores , Juniors, and Seniors 

Prerequisite:  "B" or better in all English and math, "B" or better in Biology and approval of Honors Chemistry instructor.  Must be concurrently enrolled in or have completed Algebra II or Accelerated Geometry.

This is an advanced course that emphasizes theory as well as math.  It is taught at a faster pace and in more depth than regular Chemistry.  The material is supplemented by appropriate laboratory experiments that reinforce the concepts developed in the text.  Fulfills U.C. "d" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Advanced Placement Chemistry

10 credits


Year

Open to Juniors and Seniors

Prerequisite:  "B" or better in Honors Chemistry or Regular Chemistry, "B" or better in all math and English, and approval of AP Chemistry instructor.   Must be concurrently enrolled in or have completed Algebra II.

This is a college level chemistry course and is part of the Advanced Placement  program through which students may earn college credit and/or gain advanced placement in the first year of college.  It is advantageous for students planning a science, health, or medicine related major in college.  Laboratory experiments will reinforce concepts covered in the class.  Fulfills U.C. "d" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

SCIENCE

Physics

10 credits


Year

Open to Sophomores , Juniors, and Seniors  with a strong interest in science

Prerequisite:  "C" or better in Geometry, both semesters

Physics is the most basic of all the sciences because it covers the universe. Topics range from the laws of motion to thermodynamics to waves to optics' to electricity.  The only difference between this course and a college level physics course is that mathematics, such as calculus, is not focused upon as much as in a college level course.  Instead, this course focuses more on the basic ideas and concepts of physics. The student will be challenged to visualize the concepts and think about the world from a physics point of view. The scientific method of problem solving is used to bring the student to a better understanding about how the universe works.  Evaluation will be based on written work, lab work, and the student's ability to reason problems out.  Fulfills the U.C. "d" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Advanced Placement Physics

10 credits


Year

Open to Juniors and Seniors 

Prerequisite:  Students must have a very strong interest in science as well as above average reading and writing skills.  In addition, students must satisfy all of the following requirements:

Completion of Algebra II or Honors Algebra II with a grade of  "B" or better, AND

Completion of Physics or Honors Physics, Chemistry or Honors Chemistry with a grade of "B" or better, AND

Concurrent enrollment in or completion of Math Analysis or Honors Math Analysis AND

Permission of the instructor

Recommendation:  If Math Analysis is complete, concurrent enrollment in Calculus.

This college-level physics course is part of the Advanced Placement Program through which students may earn college credit and/or gain advanced placement in the first year of college.  This course is advantageous for a student interested in taking physics as the foundation for more advanced study in engineering, medicine, and related areas, or who plans to major in a subject that requires physics.  It covers mechanics, including kinematics, laws of motion, work, energy, power, rotation, momentum, oscillations, and gravitation.  Its goals are to help the student to gain an understanding of, and an ability to apply basic principles involved in the solution of, problems. Laboratory experiences will enable the student to understand the topics.  Fulfills U.C. "d" and C.S.U. elective requirement.


SCIENCE
Honors Physics

10 credits


Year

Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors

Prerequisite:  Students must have a strong interest in Math and Science,  a "B" or better in        Algebra I and Geometry, all 4 semesters, and concurrent enrollment in or completion of Algebra II

This is an advanced course in Physics that emphasizes the theory and math more than the regular Physics course.  This course is taught at a faster pace and more in depth than the regular physics course.  Two-dimensional Physics problems using trigonometry and vector analysis are emphasized and integrated with basic physics concepts.  Evaluation will be based on solving complex physics problems as well as written work and Lab work.  Fulfills the U.C. "d" and C.S.U. elective requirements.

Environmental Studies

10 credits


Year

Prerequisites:   Completion of at least one science course with a grade of "C" or better
Environmental Studies is a course designed to make the students more aware of the problems they will encounter in their environment and alternative measures to solve these problems.  The units will include ecology, resources, energy and pollution.  The course uses scientific principles in the study of these environmental processes.  Besides reading from the text and from literature, the material is supported by hands-on laboratory and field exercises.  This is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course.


SOCIAL STUDIES 
Freshman Level
World History and Geography I C

10 credits


Year

This course studies the development of civilization through the mid 16th century A.D.  Special attention is given to basic comprehension of historical facts and events, cause and effect relationships, analysis of historical documents, basic geography and map skills, and the development of basic critical thinking skills.  Collaboration with the Freshman Literature and Composition C course instructor periodically occurs.  This is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course.

World History and Geography I 

10 credits


Year

This course studies the development of civilization through the mid 16th century A.D.  It seeks to correlate the study of ancient cultures such as Rome, Greece, Egypt, the Far East, and the Middle East with current problems being experienced in the world.  An in-depth analysis of religion, geography, and political institutions provides students with insights, respect, and ultimately an enhanced appreciation for different cultures.  Students will begin to explore the culture, institutions, and the nature of humankind in the context of history.  The instructors of this course collaborate with the instructors of the Freshman Literature and Composition B courses.  Fulfills U.C. "a" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Accelerated World History and Geography I

10 credits


Year

This course studies the development of civilization through the mid 16th century A.D.  It correlates the study of ancient cultures such as Egypt, Greece, Rome, the Middle East, and the Far East with current problems being experienced in the modern world.  An in-depth analysis of religion, geography, art and political institutions provides students with insights, respect, and ultimately an enhanced appreciation for different cultures and their attributes.  In-depth critical thinking skills are focused on and developed through the extensive use of primary sources, supplementary materials, slides, and field trips.  As a result, students will develop a basic understanding of culture, institutions, and the nature of humankind in the context of history.   This course is taught in collaboration with the Freshman Literature and Composition A course.  Fulfills U.C. "a" and C.S.U. subject requirement.


SOCIAL STUDIES
Sophomore Level
World History and Geography II C

10 credits


Year

This course continues with the history of humankind from the mid 16th century A.D. through the 20th century.  It deals with the basic concepts of law, rules, rights, revolution and political philosophy.  Students study the advent of modern technology and the implications of the Industrial Revolution.  They also examine the interaction of economics and politics.  Emphasis is placed on further developing critical thinking skills and understanding the basic geography of Europe, Latin America, Africa, Asia, and the Middle East.  Collaboration with the Sophomore Literature and Composition C course instructor periodically occurs.  This is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course. 

World History and Geography II 

10 credits


Year

This course continues with the history of humankind from the mid 16th century A.D. through the 20th century.  It deals with concepts such as law, rules, rights, revolution, and political philosophy.  The students will study the advent of technology as they explore the far-reaching implications of the Industrial Revolution.  Finally, they shall examine the geography of the world, economy, and world politics as they study the interactions of Europe, Latin America, Middle East, Africa, Russia, China, and Japan.  The instructors of this course collaborate with the instructors of the Sophomore Literature and Composition B course.  Fulfills the U.C. "a"  and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Accelerated World History and Geography II 

10 credits


Year

This course continues with the history of humankind from the mid 16th century through the 20th century.  It deals with concepts such as law, rules, rights, revolution, and political philosophy.  Students will study the advent of technology and the far reaching implications of the Industrial Revolution.  Finally, students will examine the geography of the world, economy, and world politics as they study the interactions of Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, Africa, Russia, China, and Japan.  In-depth critical thinking skills are focused on and developed through the extensive use of primary sources, supplementary materials, slides, and field trips.  As a result, students continue to develop the basic understanding of culture, institutions, and the nature of humankind in the context of history begun their freshman year.  This course is taught in collaboration with the Sophomore Literature and Composition A course.  Fulfills the U.C. "a"  and C.S.U. subject requirement.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Junior Level
United States History C

10 credits


Year

This study of history establishes a foundation for understanding the past, living the present, and contemplating the future.  Through the use of traditional textbooks, primary source readings, and thought-provoking media presentations, the teacher invites the student to explore not only the when, the who, and the where, but also the why.  Students are encouraged to make history a personal trek, an enlightening endeavor, a maturing process.  Students go beyond factual learning by completing a variety of cooperative and individual projects.  A traditional research paper is not required.  The goal of the course is to provide an understanding of major trends in U.S. history, and the historical background necessary for success in the U.S. government course.  This is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course.

United States History

10 credits


Year

This study of history establishes a foundation for understanding the past, living the present, and contemplating the future.  Through the use of traditional textbooks, primary source readings, and thought-provoking media presentations, the teacher invites the student to explore not only the when, the who, and the where, but also the why.  Students are required to go beyond learning of facts to a higher level of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.  Students are encouraged to make history a personal trek, an enlightening endeavor, a maturing process.  The end result is not only to become more thoroughly informed about the history of the United States, but also to become better informed and more aware of one's attitudes, biases, and feelings about the United States and its people.  Fulfills U.C. "a" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

Advanced Placement United States History

10 credits


Year

Prerequisite:  "B" or better in lower division social studies and permission of the department chair
This course provides an in-depth survey of United States history, including intellectual, political, cultural, social, and diplomatic history.  The class format focuses on large and small group discussions and lectures and emphasizes writing.  It also includes independent research, debates, guest speakers, and films.  In addition to the text, each student will read a variety of other books on historical topics and issues.  Students will take the Advanced Placement Examination.  Fulfills the U.C. "a" requirement and C.S.U. subject requirement.


SOCIAL STUDIES
Senior Level
American Government and Civics C

5 credits


Semester

This course will enable the students to understand how the political processes in the United States work.  Through the study of American government and civics, the student will be challenged to respond to a variety of questions. 1) What are the basic beliefs and ideals that underlie democracy in the United States?  2) How do our legal, governmental, and economic institutions affect public policy at the local, state, national, and international level?     3) How can the individual participate most effectively in the United States political system?  In addition to becoming familiar with the structure and operation of the political system in the United States, the student will analyze some of the conflicts that confront our nation. Students go beyond factual learning by completing a variety of cooperative and individual projects.  The goal of the course is to enable the student to develop the ability to be an affective decision-maker and a responsible citizen.  This is a community college (2 year college) preparatory course.

American Government and Civics

5 credits


Semester

Required course for all Seniors 
This course will enable the students to understand how the political processes in the United States work.  Through the study of American government and civics, the student will be challenged to respond to a variety of questions. 1) What are the basic beliefs and ideals that underlie democracy in the United States?  2) How do our legal, governmental, and economic institutions affect public policy at the local, state, national, and international level?     3) How can the individual participate most effectively in the United States political system?  In addition to becoming familiar with the structure and operation of the political system in the United States, the student will analyze some of the conflicts that confront our nation.   In doing so, the student will develop the ability to be an effective decision maker and a responsible citizen.  Fulfills U.C. "a" and C.S.U. subject requirement. 

Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics

5 credits


Semester

Prerequisite:  "B" or better in lower division social studies and Economics and permission of department chair 
This advanced placement course  give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States.  The course involves both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and analysis of specific case studies.  It requires  a familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs and ideas that constitute U.S. political reality.  The following topics will be covered in this semester length course:  Constitutional underpinnings of United States government, political  beliefs and behaviors, political parties and interest groups, institutions and policy processes of the national government, and civil rights and civil liberties.  Fulfills U.C. "a" and C.S.U. subject requirement.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Elective Courses
Economics

5 credits


Semester

Elective course for Juniors and Seniors  only

Economics introduces the student to the economic system in the United States and develops the skills necessary to understand the economic issues facing all citizens.  The student will compare our system with those of other countries and make reasoned judgements about economic questions.  Students will master the fundamental economic concepts such as supply and demand, market price, competition, capitalism, socialism, and communism.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Introduction to Philosophy and Logic

10 credits


Year

Elective course for Juniors and Seniors  only

Most students who attend college will be required to take at least one philosophy course in order to graduate.  This course is an introduction to, and an overview of, the various subject areas in philosophy in order to help prepare students for college philosophy  courses.  Students will be introduced to critical thinking and informal and formal logic during the first semester.  The second semester will focus on the areas of ethics, reality, knowledge, philosophy of religion, and aesthetics.  Overall course emphasis will be on the development of the student's ability to understand and evaluate the ideas of others as well as the development of their own ideas on selected topics.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Please note:  In addition to the 10 high school credits, the student is also granted 6 units of transferable college credit through Sacramento City College.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Psychology

5 credits


Semester

Elective course for Juniors and Seniors  only

This course focuses on essential psychological factors including perception, development, behavior, personality and social functioning, utilizing both theoretical and experiential approaches. The content of the course will center on everyday commonplace behavior rather than with the unusual or bizarre.  Students are encouraged to apply this class as a basis for a helping relationship such as peer counseling or conflict resolution.  A research project is required in this class.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Sociology

5 credits


Semester

Elective course for Juniors and Seniors only

Prerequisite:  A "B" or better in World History II or U.S. History or permission of the instructor
This semester length course is designed to give students a comprehensive examination of the basic concepts, principles, and methods central to the scientific study of sociology.  Students will learn how to think as sociologists; use and apply the tools of inquiry to contemporary issues in order to make these issues meaningful; develop a sociological imagination enabling them to view their own lives within a larger social and historical context; and learn to understand and appreciate the diversity of society by exposure to data  from a wide variety of cross-cultural and historical sources.  A research project is required in this class.  Fulfills U.C. "f" and C.S.U. elective requirement.

Leadership

10 credits


Year

Elective course for Juniors and Seniors  only

Prerequisite:  Interview with student activities director
Leadership class provides students with a introduction to the skills necessary to be an efficient and effective leader.  Students will work together with student council, campus ministry, clubs and athletics to help shape the CB co-curricular program.  The class will involve the hands on experience of organizing and running meetings, managing events and people, proposing and leading school activities and setting personal leadership goals.  The main learning areas are communication, management skills, group dynamics, and personal skills and values clarification.  Members of the Student Council (especially the ASB council) are strongly encouraged to register for this class.


SERVICE COURSES
STUDENTS MAY ENROLL IN ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING PER SEMESTER:
Library Assistant

5 credits


Semester

Open to Juniors and Seniors 

Prerequisite:  Approval of the Librarian
A course designed to expose the student to the tasks associated with the order and maintenance of the library.  

Teacher Assistant

5 credits


Semester

Open to Juniors and Seniors 

Prerequisite:  Approval of instructor whom the student will assist

A course designed to allow students to assist a teacher in the preparation, correcting, and recording of assignments.  Some opportunity to help or tutor other students may be available depending on the student assistant's ability and background.

Counseling Aide

5 credits


Semester

Open to Juniors and Seniors 

Prerequisite:  Approval of the Guidance Secretary
Students in the program assist counselors by following the office procedures of the guidance office, contributing to the supportive atmosphere of the center, and any other helping capacity necessary to the smooth functioning of guidance activities.  

Office Practice

5 credits


Semester

Open to Juniors and Seniors 

Prerequisite:  Approval by the School Receptionist and the Dean of Studies
The student is provided on-location training in office equipment, procedures, communications, clerical skills and responsibilities, etiquette.  


SERVICE COURSES
Attendance Office Aide

5 credits


Semester

Open to Juniors and Seniors 

Prerequisite:  Approval by the Attendance Secretary and the Dean of Students

Students enrolled as attendance aides will assist the attendance office in the collection and posting of the school's attendance.  Students will also be trained in office procedures, communications, etiquette, and attitudes.

Audio-Visual Assistant

5 credits


Semester

Open to Juniors and Seniors 

Prerequisite:  Approval by the Audio-Visual Coordinator
This service course provides students an opportunity to learn the basic functions of audio-visual equipment, video tape and camera recording, and general equipment servicing.  Other responsibilities include filing and organizing audio-visual sign-out information, and film and slide, audio-visual, and video tape catalogue information.


SPECIAL PROGRAMS
Developmental Specialist Program

5 credits


Semester

Open to Juniors and Seniors 

Prerequisite:  Approval by the Attendance Secretary and the Dean of Students

The Developmental Specialist Program assists elementary students at Oak Ridge School to function at grade level by relating, supporting and reinforcing positive attitudes toward themselves and their work.  Specialists are supported by a staff psychologist, the principal, and a teacher at Oak Ridge as well as an instructor at Christian Brothers High School. Applicants will be screened on their ability and personal qualities to carry on this off-campus program.

Concurrent Enrollment
College 
credit


Semester

Open to Juniors and Seniors  

Prerequisite:  Approval of Academic Assistant Principal, Students
Under Concurrent Enrollment college courses are taken for college credit while attending Christian Brothers.  Each course replaces one CBS class and must be for a minimum of three college units.  In general Concurrent Enrollment is for advanced courses that are not available at Christian Brothers.  Students who apply for Concurrent Enrollment must demonstrate the ability to manage themselves.  These courses must be scheduled outside of the regular school day in the evening.


GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT PROGRAMS
College Peer Counselor

5 credits


Semester

Open to Juniors and Seniors

Prerequisite:  A "B" or better in current English course, one teacher recommendation, ability and willingness to maintain confidentiality, approval of the College Counselor and Director of Guidance (after interview), and successful completion of 2-day training workshop: choice of June 3 & 4 or two days during the week before school starts in August.  With College Counselor approval, may be repeated for credit (College Workshop is recommended, but not required).
After training, College Peer Counselors will assist in organizing the college and scholarship related materials in the College Counseling Center and will be available to assist other students with the following: Computer use of ExPAN, College View, and the Internet; obtaining and completing applications to colleges and for scholarships (including need-based, academic, leadership, community service, and athletic).

College Workshop

5 credits


Semester

Open to Seniors (Fall Semester ), Juniors (Spring Semester)

Learn and utilize the college search and decision making programs and materials available at CB, and in the community.  Learn and practice the fine art of the college application process, including completing sample and actual applications and meeting with college representatives; search for college scholarships, and complete applications for these, too.  This course will be offered outside of the regular school day.  If there is sufficient interest, this course may also be offered at A set for Seniors during the Fall Semester.  Also recommended for any Junior who would like to be a College Peer Counselor during their Senior year.

